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A MEMORIAL 


Of His EXCELLENCY 


he EARL AVAUX, 
Extraordinary Ambaſſador from the moſt. Chriſtian King, 


livered to the States General, concerning the Falſe Interpre- 
ation, made to be the meaning of his Intercepted Letter: 


A— 


_ — — _=_ 


H E Earl Avaux, Extraordinary Envoy of 
the moſt Chriſtian King, well knows, That 
he isnor obliged ro give an Account CORcer- 
ning what he hath Written to the King his 
Maſter : And that he 1s not Ignorant, Thar 


' 


ing which, he hath informed His Maſter, can be no 
lice to thoſe whom he might name , 1f he thought ic 
ient 3 neither ought he to be troubled at what can 
tid of that Lerter, which by force was taken from the 
jer , of which your Lordſhips are informed. Bur in 
rd the aid Ambaſador ſees, Thar the ſaid Letter which 
| che Honour to Write his Maſter the 9th. of Zanua- 
&, is Printed and Tranflared into ſeveral! Languages, 
difpersd among the People 3 He cannot forvear borh 
lonour and Confcſence , ro ſhew your Lordihips the 
wery and Chear of him thar Uncyphered the Letter : 
þ wihew you, not. only how Wicked , bur what a 
Du eration 1s given to it, thereby to draw 
inal Conſequences : Bur yet of what Nature ſoever 
yare, theyare as publiquely overthrown by the ſtrength 
Truth, which lyes ſcattered up and down 1n ſeveral 
A. of the ſaid . " 
ſe, the aid \Ambaſſador, can eaſily believe, That moſt 
y; (nay, even thoſe that have rhe Honour ro bear a part 
he Government) did (before they had ſeen a Copy of 
Peter) believe, That by reaſon of the grear noiſe that 
i been made thereof; and of ſending it to the PRESS, 
e diſpers'd arong the Common People, muſt have con- 
d ſome dreadful Treaſon againſt this State z which 
i occaſioned ſome throq ons bo orhers out 
01ll Defign, to enlarge their Diſcourſe upon this Mat- 


$45 if there were ſuch Matters contained in the ſaid Let- 


» 8 would nuake 4 Man's Hair ſtand up an end. Bur 
ad Ambaſſador muſt not defiſt here, nor alſo with the 
iculars of the Letter , "but will lay before your Lord- 
» Thar the only Conſtru&ion which can be par upon 
» Was, to ſhew your Lordſhips, by way of M-mo- 
the Sentimenrs of His Majeſty for the Peace of this 
Wlique. As alſo, Thar the States General could nor be 
at to a Deliberation of the Proffers of His Majeſty 
wut 2 Memorial, how Advantagious ſoever it might be 
ils Stare, Thar his was the Sentiment of the Lords of 
erdam, and alſo the Anſwer of your Lordſhips: (Ard 
tas Adviſeable) the ſaid Ambaſlador this Me- 
& which was ſo abſolutely Neeceflary for reſtoring the 
| 1 if this had been accepted, a laſt» 
Prace might have obtained. 
at the ſaid Ambaffador well knowing the Methods that 
x! Republicans took towards a Peace, might take 
Freedom without prejudici any Man t9 Write to the 
ts Maſter, in the ſame manner as tho' thoſe good Re- 


{WW had Communicarcd it ro hum themſelves : And 
"94d concerning 


the Conference which he had wich 


aderſtanding People do well ſee, thar the Aﬀair, con- | 


the Deputys of Folland, Ereexland , and Groninghen: As 
alſo relating to the Ship REGLE , the particulars whereof 
he had no Information of from the Lords of Amſterdam; 
neither had they been in his Letter (as being of no grear 
Imporrance ) if a Friend of one of the of the States 
General , had not come and informed him when he wag 


propoſed s: xd 
Maſter a ing, (which was fo great a 
Diſturbance to this Rptqne) hg his Maſter t 


nor to preſent any more Memorials 5 and much lefs to ceaſe 
his Prerences to that juſt ſatisfaction which Spain ought to# 
give him, m caſe your Lordſhips earneſtly endeavoured not 
to reſtore and procure the Peace. 
- And n regard the ſaid Ambaſſador did in part perecive 
there was a Diſpofition inthe States relaring to the Peace, 
according to what His Majeſty expetted ; He, for the mere 
fncere Exccution of His Majeſties Intentions, and Confor- 
mity to the Defires which he perceived in moſt ; rather 
for the Adjuſting of this Aﬀair m Friendſhip then by War, 
did make wi of all things which he thought convenient ro 
report to His Majeſty , the berrer to obtain thoſe 
Orders which were neceflary for him co niake known to 
your Lordſhips by a New Memorial, the good Inclinations 
His Majeſty retained for reſtoring a Peace, or at leaſt, the 
quiet of the Netherlands, in favour of this Republique. 
The faid Ambaſſador queſtions not but your Lordſhips 
have obſerved with what ſincerity he was Authorized by 
ſome Members of the State (whom he thinks himfelf noe 
obliged to name) to lay before the King his Maſter , Thar _ 
the Scares could not cenſent to the Millitary Execution int 
the Netherlands, becauſe thereby the Cirys would be a or 
ved of all Subfiſtance ; and that it would be the of 
the Barreir which His Majeſty had granted to your 
Lordſhips; to maintain which, the ſaid Ambaſſador well 
knows the fincere Intenrion of his Maſter : Neither did he 
know how to alledge ſtronger Reaſons for obtaining from 
His Majeſty New Orders to induce the States General to 
Embrace ſome of the Propoſals made for an Accomodation, 
before the diflerence grew wider. Ze” 


And 


And who ig there, ac&6jding toghe Renffirques 
ſaid Am hath Jajd before your Lorgityps , czar can 
imagine thoſe Commgnications which the ſ144 Ambaſſador 
hath had with his/Majefty,thereby ro ſhew him the hopes rhat 
the Differences which were ariſen in the State (the Conſe- 
quences of which are to be dreided | might be Friebdly 

Adjuſted ; That this ſhould be made ufe of as a Crime a- 
© painſt ſome Perſons in the State, whoever they are , what 
Pollick or what Civiltian gver was of this -$entment? Agd 
who is there which ſees not, notwithſtanding the falſe In+ 
terpretatian, which oughr nor to be given to that which he 
had the 


Honour 46 Communicate tokis Maſter , that yet 


the Truth appears glittering in the face of the World. 
The ſaid Ambaſſafor can plainly ſbey to your Lordſhips, 
© the wicked apg e Interpretations which are put upon 
this Letter ; but the Nonſenſe that appears, by adding ſe- 
veral. Words , and leaving qut the Prepoſition 1n ſeveral 
is ſufficient ro ſhew the Baſenels of the Deſi 
all t 
baſfador ſees ſufficient]y through the Cheat, Thar the chief 
aim was to prepoffes Men before-hand; withour tronbfing 
themſelves whecher the Cheat would be Detected hereafter 
or not 3 But the ſaid Ambaſiador, without Ravelling ints 
the whole, will conteut FimTe!f with diſcovering only a part 
of the Wicked Defigns intended; Ir's ſaid 1n one part of 
this Letter ſo falſely Intercepred, thus, Vig- 

* That the Lords of Armſierdam were a little Allarum- 
ed about the Arrival pretended of 136 , which aſſured the 
miain D:/ign of my Propyals, was-ouly ta keep them wp. 

The ſaid Ambaſſador ſees plainly, Thar by this - RE 
Interpretation, it ſhould be urderitood, that the pretend- 
ed Arnval of 135, was the Heer Ileincluas lately Arrived 

' from France; and as if it ſhould be {aid ro him, Thar all 
tharwas done concerning France, was only to detain the 
© States General : And that the Lords of 4m/ierdam were 
much Allarumed ar this Diſcourſe ; And this is the mean- 
- Jng which the Ambaſſador apprehends are given to theſe 
Words by the Interpretation : Notwithſtanding che nexg 
. Words that follow, do clearly overthrow it, 1n regard the 
Ambafador at the ſame time afſures the King his Maſter, 
'--Nothing can more advance his Scryice, then to ſhew your 
Eorſhips , That all things thar are unger debare with you, 
are wick the greateſt es wade he World, This 1 lo 
eertajnly Truezthart the ambadados doth {ay it as a fure 
Foundatioh of all the Succe(s which can be hoped for from 
the Propoſals which his Maſter makes for, reſtoring - the 
Peace and Security of the Netherlangs. 
| The ſaid Ambaſſador need do no more then lay -before 
the meaning of this Baſe, Dubious, and Double-mean- 

Interpretation, t2 eony1ince you af the Cheat; but yer 

he muſt alſo obſerve to your Lordſhips , That he knew 
when any Important Reſaluuon was to be taken 
in the Scares,' thar then ſame of the Members always dit- 


able 
Doe tocome from Parts, containing (as was ſajd) Thar 
= 'was done by France, was only £9: keep the States in 


often informed him of Affairs of this Nature : . But tho' he 
eaſily ſaw the Artifice that was uſed in framing this Lerter; 
yet it was not without leaving ſome quand, pre 
Lords of Amſterdam ; therefore he obliged 
In thoſe rerms, to Wrice to the King hus Maſter; Vx, 
* That the "Lords of Amſterdam were net. 4 little Al- 
concerning this Letter, pretended to come from Paris, 
which faith ; i have no Orders t9. make Propoſals, but 
only to- beep the States in Suſpenſe, 
Who 1s there thar ſees not the Baſencs of thoſe Unci- 
pherers, that have left our ſeveral Words,and altred others, 


the berter to make a Criminal Conſtruction, ſaying ; Tat 


the Zords of Amſterdam are nt 4 bittl: Allarumed: That fo 
i mighe be underſtood, That tho' they well knew the States 
were to-be Cheated, yer they would perſiſt in their Deſage, 
Which is the Vildeſt Cheat cam-be put upon. 

which your Lordſhips may plainly perceive by the continy- 
#oh of the Natural Senſe, which ends this Article 3 bur 


which the 
3 


$, 0 
md who underſtand, French. Befides , rhe fa d'Am-" 


- tall choſe Frivilous Reaſous, well knowing your 


He ſa{Ambafadgy inteyds to lay before you X 


anotheripart ofthe Cheag, pluch far exceedy/thy 


for in apother parxof _—_— its fajd thug; Vs. 


* I'mſt inform ' Tour <: jeNy., - That thiſe whe 
inclined, h.mve a(ſi.med new Courage, and told their 8 
that ghey Þ4d not flattered them ;- informing them, the 
Majeſty would di'the ſame that Four Majeſty doth in 
with the go d 145 and yet leſe. 

But-4p-calg there were any ghiicurity in theſe W 
ſhould make ho difficulgy ro Explain it , in rega th 
more of Falſeneſs ne lore he thinks fi ] 
obliged before he diſtover the, Falſcreſs, xo declagrnt 
Lordſhips, That fince his Maſter hath began to a; 
Spatn te obrain the Satisfathon rTaot, :  Thath 
Wris ſeveral runes to His  Thar'all choſe; 


| Inclinations to Peace,di#almoſt looſe their hopes of 


a Peace Eſtabliſhed ro this Republique, 1n caſe You 


' jelly paſſes Your (elf ofthe Netherlands, whic 


to be feared, in' regard* Spain' had declared Wark 
Francg ; _ but that at preſent ſeeing ſo many good Dily 


- + ons cowards Peace-on the ſide of His Majcity, avdfn 


Averſion to a War by the Principal Members of thy 
He muſt thercfore inform His Majeſty : 

That thoſe that are well-inclemed ye- 
they informed their Friends that they never flattered thay 
2s that upon which the Senſe hargs : That Tour Mae 
do as inuch as He at [Lang #ath, in favour of the gl 

In caſe your Lordftups do con\ der this Paſſage 
alttring ſeveral Words, & the Expreſs Suppoſ tion 
Flanders, hath quite another meaning then thar of 
ter, for that 1s quite Nonſenſe ; ) and then your La 
will with the tame Ambaſlador acknowledge , Th 
Deſign in thjs Interpreration was, to let pats the A 
which have been made by His Majeſty in fave 
Peace, and to'ſ{uppoſe the Hoſtilities that are now! 
Flanders : 'So that the, Deſign was baſcly to cauſt 
believe, That the Lords of Amſterdam and the gat 
licans not only granced, bur alſo, that they had 
them(elyes, that E would be done ; Thar hi 
more done then they could deſire jn the Peace, 


of 
l 
4 


| That they had never flattered themſelves, that High 


in favour of thoſe good People, would do. fo. mi 
and fo far, that he wquld prefer the Confirmitig th 
of the Republique, and Security of the Nerher/apd, 
all the Advangages that might be obtained by the We 
of Spain. 2 
There are few places in the ſaid Ambaſſadors 
where Words are nor par in.by Suppoſition; (ul. 
leaſt part a great Alteration js —_ : Endeavouti 
been nſed ro make Senſe thereof, but cannot ; for 
begirining Contradidis the latter end : Beſides, Tt 
uſed which are nor uſed in the whole-Letter. as i 
Expreſh and Plainly, and Tour Majeſties Pleaſure ;'v 
Wards osly framed, the better to force and dit 
thence baſe and wicked Conſequences. Bur rhe ia 
baſſador hath already told your Lordſhip: , That If 
ſo little Inſtructed ig che Nature of your Governae 
that he knows a particular Member can give no.S0 
As alſa, that bis Maſter will accept nothing of thai! 
The fatd Ambaſſador dach now content himſclf 
your —_— to anderſtand, the Injuſtice of 
ceedings, and hath ſarisfied his Conſcience in bearity 
neſs tp the good Intentions of thoſe, who made! 
Atremprs but to come to a good Accomodarion, if | 
The aid Ambaſſador cannot forbear to declare 
Lardſhips, haw much he wonders at what juſt no# 
to his Informatian ; as that 'ris pretended to dra 
quencesout ofa Letter, wriuen by an Ecclefiaſtichh 
nor only @s prejudicial to the Sincerity of all His] 
Igtentions (which appears by all parts of the (aid A 
dars Leteer) but allo to the prejudice of all the Þ 
which His Majeſty hath made for alany 
wards reſtoring the Peace 3 and eſpecially may xd 
the laſt Memorial I preſented to your Lordſbips. 4 
The aid Ambaddor thinks nochim(elf gbliged 4 
have: Reaſon enough ip, pus 4 Slight upon all wi 
Eefak jo Wit. wie == «7k " 
eanexping His Najebaes Affairs, then the Itall £ 
of his Houſe, — 


Given in at the Hague the 28 of Feb, 1684.2nd Reprinted in Louder for Walker Davis in Amw* 
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